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	ADORATION

Hallowed be Your name. (6:9)



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	AUTHORITY

Your Kingdom come… (6:10)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	APPEAL

Give us this day…

(6:11)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	AQUITTAL

Forgive us our debts… (6:12)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSISTANCE

Deliver us from evil. (6:13a)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ADMIRATION

For Yours is the Kingdom…(6:13)



DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

“FOR THIS IS MY BLOOD OF THE COVENANT…”

MATTHEW 26:27-29

 DECEMBER 31, 2006 – JANUARY 6, 2007

THE LORD'S DAY –As we continue our little mini-series on The Lord’s Supper, we want to now look at the “cup” of The Supper.  We have looked earlier at the “Elements” when we considered the Lord’s Words, “This is My Body” but we touched only briefly the “cup”.  We want to further study this part of the New Covenant meal this week.  Read Matthew 26:27-29. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to teach you from His Word this week as we study the significance of the cup of The Lord’s Supper. 

MONDAY –Our text begins with, “And as they were eating…”  We find that Jesus and His disciples were eating the Passover meal which was first introduced in Exodus 12.  We find from Jewish customs and law that at the Passover meal those who are participating drink four cups of wine, eat bitter herbs, unleavened bread and the lamb.  There are also times where they wash their hands and sing songs of praise from the “Hallel” which is found in Psalm 113-118.  It is in the midst of this Feast of Passover that Christ instituted what we now call “The Lord’s Supper” or “The New Covenant Meal”.    Read this passage that speaks of the first Passover Meal.  Exodus 12:1-11.  Now read Psalm 117 which is in the middle of the “Hallel”.  Notice God makes clear that His redemptive purpose was for both Jew and Gentile.  Paul quotes this verse to make this very point in Romans 15:11(7-13). 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God today for His marvelous grace towards us.  Praise Jesus Christ for being the true “Passover Lamb”. 


TUESDAY –We see in verse 27 that Jesus “took the cup” and after He had given thanks He gave it to them and commanded them to drink.  In verse 28 He say’s, “For this is My blood of the new Covenant…”  The word “new” is not found in the more reliable manuscripts.  Covenants were ratified (authorized, validated) with the blood of a sacrifice.  It was the blood that made them “official” so to speak.  Christ was here giving the most profound symbol of the Covenant of Redemption that is ratified through the shedding of His blood.  Read Exodus 24:8 where we find Moses speaking of the ratification of God’s Covenant with His people, and notice the use of blood.  Read also 1 Peter 1:2.  
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God that He has made His Words binding and eternal for His promises are ratified through the precious blood of Christ.   

WEDNESDAY –We spoke yesterday of the word “new” being omitted in our text by the more reliable manuscripts.  But we do find in Scripture that God did bring about “The New Covenant”.  Read about it in Jeremiah 31:31-34.  Here we see this “new” covenant is a spiritual one where God has spelled out the blessings of Salvation for His children.  The great promise that God would “forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more” (see the last line of our text in verse 28) is a blessing that required more than the blood of an animal in order to be ratified.  The blood of the “New Covenant” is ratified by the very blood of Christ shed as a sacrifice for sin.  Read Hebrews 8:7-12, 9:11-15.  

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God for the marvelous truth of forgiveness of sin found in the New Covenant promises.

THURSDAY –As we saw yesterday, we can be forgiven of sin through Christ’s atoning death and shed blood (Hebrews 9:22).  Specifically, verse 28 ends with Jesus speaking about His blood by saying, “…which is shed for many for the remission (forgiveness) of sins.”  The Greek word used for “shed” is the word ekcheo which means “to pour out, shed forth”.  It was not that His human blood had some mystical power rather as He died we see a graphic illustration of His very life blood being poured out in order to give dead sinners life.  It was shed for “many” (polus).  Who are the “many”?  

They are those both Jew and Gentile who by faith have received Christ and have had their sin paid for by His atoning death in their place.  Read John 1:12, 3:16, Romans 1:16, 5:15.      

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank you Jesus for pouring out your life-blood that we as sinful people could have our sins forgiven.

FRIDAY –In verse 29 Christ concludes the Lord’s Supper by letting His disciples and us know that He physically would not drink “this fruit of the vine” until He does so with us in the Fathers Kingdom.  This final principle teaches us how long we should observe The Lord’s Supper as His people.  One day as He has promised, Christ will return and set up His earthly millennial kingdom.  Until that day we as His people are to remember and proclaim His death through the observance of this Blessed Sacrament.  Read Luke 22:18, 29-30.        

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise God for the wonderful opportunity to remember His death for us through the observance of The Lord’s Supper. 

SATURDAY –Verse 30 of Matthew 26 says that when they had finished the supper they sang a hymn.  As we said earlier this week, the songs that are sung at the Passover are from Psalm 113-118.  It is known as the “Hallel” where we get our English word “Hallelujah” from.  The word means “praise” and we find that at the end of the observance of The Lord’s Supper the attitude of those who partook was one of praise to God.  When we consider the wondrous truth of our forgiveness and redemption through Christ’s death and shed blood for us, our hearts should be filled with praise to God.  Read Psalm 118, the final portion of the great “Hallel” as we prepare tomorrow to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.             

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?
Suggestion for prayer: Pray that you would have a heart that is filled with praise and thanks to God for such a blessed salvation.  Ask Him to help you to understand and meditate on His sacrifice for us as His children.         
